
Questions for potential Adopters? 

You want to be sure that you find the ideal furrever home where the animal will 
be loved for the rest of their life... 

Do you understand what is involved in taking care of a pet? 
(Annual vaccinations, regular deworming, neutering, cleaning litter trays) 
You want to be sure that a new family knows how to look after your foster pet 
properly, and also that they understand the costs.  
 
Do you know how much it will cost to relocate your pet to your next 
country if and when you leave Dubai? 
Its important that people realise they should plan for this, and if possible keep 
aside enough money so that if they should leave at short notice they can afford 
to take their pets with them. If in any doubt, don’t allow adoption.  
 
Do you already have cats/dogs/other animals? Or have you had them in 
the past?  
An inexperienced pet owner really needs to take on an easy well-socialised 
animal, and with the best of intentions they may not be able to cope with any 
special needs or behaviours. You know best if your foster can handle cats, dogs 
or other animals, and this is another good 'road test' if they have been socialised 
already in your own home. It can also be a good way to find out what they have 
done with previous animals if they have relocated. Chances are if they have 
brought pets with them to Dubai, then they will do the same when they leave!  
 
Do you live in an apartment or villa?  
This is relevant if your foster specifically needs to be an indoor or outdoor pet, 
due to special needs, past trauma or illness or just by preference.  
 
Do you have balconies (either in villa or apartment)?  
Cats shouldn't be out on balconies, and many new pet owners find this out the 
devastating way when their cat jumps up to chase a bird and falls to their death. 
We do have the contact details for a carpenter who can enclose and cat-proof 
balconies to give kitties some added outdoor space without the added danger.  
 
Will the foster be around children? If so, what ages?  
The younger the child, the more boisterous they are likely to be with pets, as 
they just may not understand how to tone down their behaviour. So a tolerant, 
gentle, but robust (and not too young) animal may be best in a home with small 
kids. If your foster has been road tested on kids then this can be a good 'selling 
point' for someone looking for a kid-friendly pet. Of course the opposite is true 
too, some pets just shouldn't be around young kids if they are too unpredictable. 
Kids should always come to meet your pet with their parents as you need to see 
how they interact  



 
Will someone be at home during the day with the animal?  
The younger the animal the more interaction they will need, with other animals 
but also with their human family. Of course people who work long hours can 
provide great homes for pets too, but perhaps should consider either an older, 
easy-going, low maintenance pet or a pair of younger fosters who can entertain 
each other.  
 
Does everyone in the family want the pet?  
This should include any maid or helper who will be involved in caring for it either 
day to day or during vacation time. Finding out later that a husband or wife was 
not happy about adopting a pet can be very traumatic for the animal when 
returned.  
 
Are you or any family members allergic to the animal?  
Its important for all family members who will be around the pet to come to meet 
them before adoption, that way you can at least see if anyone has an instant 
reaction. We can provide information on living with allergies, but not everyone is 
willing to do it, so it’s best to be as sure as possible before an adoption.  
 
If children are planned do you understand that it's safe to own a cat still?  
We see quite a number of posts from people looking to rehome their pets 
because they are pregnant, trying to become pregnant, or have a new baby at 
home. There are many cultures where women are advised to get rid of their cats 
or other animals in these cases and even some doctors advise it, but this really 
is cultural influence, not medical knowledge, speaking.  
 
Tip  
Always ask for the whole family to come to meet your pet, you can then watch 
how they interact with him/her, whether they show any interest in playing, 
petting, throwing toys, calling the pet(s). It’s so important that they are all ok with 
it, although of course some family members may be more excited than others. 
Inexperience is acceptable, they can learn, but disinterest can be a big problem!  
 


